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MODEST DEFENCE 
OF 


G A M I 


8 F all the zealous Efforts that 
\ it FN * ; 


ave been made by the Re- 
WSJ formers of this Chriſtian Age 


2 
C 


\ 
py 


to check the progreſs of Vice 


SDA) 
and Immorality, the Clamour againſt 
Gaming hath met with the greateſt Num- 
ber of Voices to ſupport it: the Journaliſt 
worries it from the Preſs; the Preacher 


curſes 


4 6. A. 
_cirles is FEY eve hin, the Pulpi j 


a d en all, the Tragedian thunders 
againſt it from the Stage. This laſt 


couragious Author, in the hurry of His 
Valour, diſdaining the Precaution of moſt 
Heroes, who have uſually entered upon 
theſe Adventures, caſed in Poetry, and 
armed at all points with Rhyme and 

Metaphor, ſallies out with no earthly 
Weapon but honeſt blunt Proſe, upon the 
old Scheme of fighting Giants, and taming 
Monſters. . But firſt he ſends out his little 
Dwarf of a * Prologue, to challenge the 
Hydra from her Den, and to defire ſhe 
would come out and be tamed : they 
meet, and after a Fight of three Hours, 
the Monſter having received ſome ſecret 
Wound, nobody knows where, falls down 
and expires, So 


Moore 


„Our Author, Sirs, 1s come a Menſler-timing: 
Arm'd at all points againſt the Hydra—Gaming. 
| Prologue to e Gan er. 


— 


(70) 


A. F Moore- Hal! 
With Nothing at all 
Hach n the Dragan, of. NV anthy,. 


But in — Name of Rrkune what 
has the Society of Gameſters done to pro- 
voke all this Violence? If the Zeal of 
Gentlemen lies upon their hands, let 
them however employ it upon its proper 
Objects. There are Vices at leaſt as 
epidemic as Gaming, and far more per- 
nicious, that may employ all the Wit 
and Genius any modern Author has to 
ſpare.· Hath Extortion been baniſhed from 
the Seat of Trade; Perjury from the 
Courts of Juſtice; or hath Covent Garden 
been deſtroyed by Fire from Heaven? 
What Wiſdom is it to connive at Zheſe 
Enormities, and vent our Spleen upon an 

Innocent Diverſion, which, if an Infirmity, 
zs ſurely the Infirmity of Noble Minds? 


That 
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That this Cauſe thould hitherto have 
wanted Advocates, will, no doubt, appear 
fingular: for though the Profeſſors them- 


ſelves are not at leiſure to deal in Contro- 


verſy, it might be expected their Depend- 


ents would take the Pen in their behalf. 


However, ſince Gratitude has not done 


them this good Office, Juſtice f ſhall: and 
I hope thoſe noble Perſonages will inter- 
pret with their uſual Candour the Inten- 
tions of one, who honours them for their 
Principles, though he'is a Stranger to their 
Perſons : Principles that open and en- 
Jarge the Soul: dear to Philoſophy, be- 
cauſe they are founded in the Commer a of 


Worldly things; Friends to Policy, be- 


cauſe they make Money circulate, and 
teach Induſtry the way to thrive; ſome- 


thing allied to Religion too, for they fill 


the Hungry with go thi "gs and * the 


Rich empty away. 


In 


(9) 

In 6tder.to ſet this matter in the cleareſt 
tight, J - ſhall fairly ſtate - and anſwer 
thoſe Objections that are made to the 

| Gameſter, conſidered as Maſter of a 
Family, and Member of the Community z 
that we may ſee how far his Profeſſion 
can be thought to affect either Domeſtic 


| Peace, orPublic Happineſs : after which 


I ſhall briefly enumerate the Advantages 
that reſult from this Practice, which 
either Careleſſneſs hath overlooked, or 
Prejudice miſconſtrued. 


And firſt it is repreſented as matter of 
Scandal, that a Gentleman ſhould indulge 
himſelf in a perpetual Courſe of licentious 
Diverſions, while his Lady is left to bear 
the Burthen of Family-cconomy, and re- 
pining for the loſs of that Tenderneſs to 
which ſhe hath an undoubted Claim. 


Here I obſerve, how difficult it is for 
Engliſhmen to preſerve Reverence, or 
even common Modeſty, when they are 

B diſcourſing 


Fwy} 1 
diſcourſing of their Superiors.. Here is 
the whole Body of the Female 'Nobility 
and Gentry ſtigmatiz d in a Lump, as if 
they ſubmitted to the vulgar Drudgery of 
inſpecting the Accounts and Morals of 
their Families: Such Calumnies as theſe 


are not the leſs injurious to Decency, be- 
cauſe in this Country of Freedom _ 


may be ventedwith Safety, neither 
it any ways fit, that Characters of this 
exalted Rank ſhould lie at the Mercy of 


the vulgar Herd, who judge without 
Linen, and cenſure withour Feeling. 


As to the other einne that Women 
I”, Quality | ever repine for their Huſbands 
| Abſence, or that one fingle ftraggling Idea 
ever went in ſearchof them, or their Amuſe- 
ments, their Buſineſs or their Company, I can 
only wonder, where it foundan Imagination: 
to harbourit, Is any one ſo wild to conceive 
that Numbers marry for any other Purpoſe 
than to geta Separation as faſt as poſſible ? 
We wed for a Title; ſome are weary 


of 


En 
of a Mother's Leading ſtrings; ; ſome ſets 
tie in the World, that they may run looſe 
about the Town, and indulge the Mar- 
 riage Liberties: *tis the Lawyer, not the 
Prieſt, tyes the Knot : they mortify ' for 
the preſent, to have TREE in Rever- 


He the rongeſt Objection ata this 
Commice i in the Eye of the World is 
ſtill behind; ; and that is, Allegiance to the 
higher Powers: for there reigns in this 
Iſland -a Monarch, who unfortunately 
could not be prevailed upon to abdicate 
at the Revolution, though he had always 
claimed and exerciſed a diſpenſing Power: 


= the Prince I mean is Faſhion. His Laws 


differ in one reſpect from thoſe of the 
Medes and Perſians, for they altered not, 
whereas bis are ſhifting every Hour; but 
they agree in this Point, that whoever 
oppoſes them had as good be caſt into the 
. -4 Lions, and devoured out of the 
7 B 2 Way, 


6 12) 
way, for no human Creature will give 
him Countenance | or be on in bir Com. 


pany. 1 


i 


This Prince like a wiſe Legiſlator," hath 
built his Syſtem of Government upan the 
old Foundation of Rewards and Puniſſi- 
ments. The Ladies of England enjoy 
from Faſtion, as the reft of us do from 
the Common Law, certain Rights and 
Privileges, that are not to be forfeited ex- 
cept by their own Conſent. It would be 
needleſs to recite them at preſent; they 
are contained at large in the Grand Char. 
ter Faſhion gave his Subjects; they on 
their ſide engaged to ſubmit their Thoughts, 
Words, and Actions, to his Direction, and 
to do him Homage as their Liege Sove- 
reign. From this ſhart Sketch it will be 
eaſy to point out the Conſequence, if any 
Woman of Faſbian were to commence 
an Acquaintance with her cw Huſband : 
dhe would be excommunicated hom every 

Aſſembly 


155 
\ Afembly in Town, and her Name ex- 
2 from the Catalogue of human ; 
dts ooh 


1 ;oObintlvincn therefore may well be ex- 
euſed for not obtruding Vilits, which are 
unconſtitutional, and vod in themſelves 
neither ought the Gameſters in particular to 
be taxed for Principles which they only 

hold in common with all Perſons of Fi i 

: ous and Taft. 


ads is further Mledged avainſt the Prac- 
tice of Gaming, that the Heirs of great 


Families are often ruined by the Vices of 


their Parents, and reduced from a State of 
Affluence to ſtruggle againſt Poverty with 
a * broken by W 


Let us argue this Matter 4 The 
Miſchiefs of a vicious Education are uni- 
verſally lamented; and J hope all will con- 
cur to apply the Remedy; wherever found, 

without 


K =) . 
vithout any dige af Paſſion, wc Pre- | 


of the wiſe Inſtitution of (Gaming, t to pre 
vent or correct the Effects of à vicious 


Education, and to ſecure our Youth from 


Intemperance by the ſalutary Reſtraints 
of Want and Poverty, It is the Confi- 
dence of inheriting great Eſtates that na- 
turally begets Idleneſs and Debauchery'; 


and do we conſure thoſe whoſe unwearied 
Practice it is to abate this Confidence? It 
is to this independent Spirit we owe the 


Exiſtence of thoſe Creatures that walk 


-upright, and are call'd Bucks : and from 
this is derived that monſtrous Brood of 
Country Squires, whoſe ſole Bufineſs and 
Pleaſure it is fo H Foxes ; a Practice that 


cannot: eaſily be juſtified either to God or 


Man, becauſe thoſe Animals do leſs Miſ- - 
chief in a Manour, and are a-fat more 
rational Vermin than themſelves. 


, But 


\ 


. A, wi HO © 
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1 they 


1 4 ** Principles: of Aha wera 
duly attended to, the Heirs of Gaming- 


Families would reflect on their precarious 


| Situation, and. ſhelter themſelves. in ſome 


aiberal Profeſſion : they would conſi- 
der, that Induſtry and Application might 
ſet things right, and make them al- 
moſt as rich as their younger Brothers. 
Intereſt would charm them to Virtue, 
though they had ſtopt their Ears to 
Reaſon and Conſcience: For all Well. 
bred Perſons are agreed to deteſt Po- 
verty more, if . then: — 
„„ 17 


| Still it will be urged, that the Daughters 
of Gameſters are unprovided for in this 
Scheme, whom Cuſtom, if not Nature, 
hath barred ſrom all Reſources of Induſ- 
try, except ſuch as are beneath the 1 
of noble Birth; and therefore in the Caſe 

4 above- 


oy 
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(16) 


abovementioned, they are inevitably ex- 
80 nn either to MAPA or Contem . 


Tis — their Sen differs 


from ours: they cannot flouriſh at the 
Bar, or bluſter ina Campaign: but they 


may exerciſe their Genius at Mhiſt, or 
their Courage at the Brag- Table; the Card 


Aſſemblies are ftill open to their Induſtry; 


the nobleſt Scene, wherein the Female 


Talents can be exerted : neither is any 
great Fund neceſſary for this, if we con- 


fider the known Prerogatives of the Sex: 
when they win, they have ſpeedier Pay- 
ment; when they loſe they have longer 


Credit. And certain it is, whatever Pain 


it may give us to confeſs it, the Ladies 
have the Powers of Gaming in greater 
Perfection than the Men: what Enthufi- 
aſm in their Hopes! what Judgment in 
their Fears! what Skill in changing Places 
and veering about, when the Wind of 

Fortune 


ne 


( 17 ) 


Fortut is in their Teeth | how dextrouſ- 


| ly do they ſhuffle! how critically do they 
cut! how do they penetrate into an Ad- 


verſary's Game, —as it were with a Glance! 


then they calculate] thought cannot keep 


pace with them : doubtleſs they play the 


Whole Game with greater Succeſs than we 


can pretend to do, 


But ſuppoſing they had no Reſource; it 


is only a particular Inſtance of Diſtreſs from 


which no State hath been exempted; an 
Accident by which the beſt Purpoſes of 


| Induſtry and Virtue have ſometimes miſ- 


carried: it is no diſgrace to a Gameſter 
that he is foiled by Fortune, who. hath 
karched Generals in her time, and Stateſ- 
men too when they have looked wiſeſt. 


Some like Roderigo to put Money in 
their Purſe have ſold all their Lands: 
why not? Gaming like the Law abhors 
Perpetuities) Property is in conſtant 

3 Cireula⸗ 


( 18 ) 
Circulazion ; but then, like the Sea, what 
it loſes on one Shore it gains on another; 
and if ſome few can be mentioned 
whom Play hath reduced to Beggary, I 
could engage (if it would not offend 
their Modeſty) to name many more 
whom it has taken out of - the Mire te 
ſet them with Princes. | 


Now to view this Affair in another 
Light : Pray where is the Difference in 
point of Morality, between the Gameſter 
that trafficks with his Stock at home, 
and the Merchant that ſends it abroad 
on foreign Ventures? But it wiil be 
aſked, © Do I call the Profeſſion of 
* Gameſters a Trade?” Yes certainly | 
one of the moſt flouriſhing in the 
this Kingdom. And if they ſhould get 
themſelves erected into a Corporation, 
-tis what I have long expected, and they 
cannot do a better thing, But to pro- 
ceed : the Situation of our Country in- 

i clines 


(19) 
cines us to Commerce, and the Genius 
of our People determines them to 
Play. The Merchant often riſks his 
whole Effects in one Bottom, and the 
Gentleman often hazards all his Eſtate 
upon one Rubber: tis true they are 
both liable to the 8 of Fortune: 
for one cannot command the Winds 
and the Waves, any more than the 
other can the Aces and Honours; but 
their Deſigns are the ſame, equally 
tending to advance their Family, and 
to ſerve their Country. The whole 
Diſtinction is, that when the fatal Stroke 
happens, one is ſtyled a Bankrupt, the 
other a Cull: but for my own part I 
muſt be indulged in calling the Gameſter 
under thoſe Circumſtances a Broken Mer- 
chant, becauſe it was the Term we 
uſed at School when a Boy had | loſt 
all his Marbles. 

But now, to ſee the different Treat- 
ment the misjudging World affords to 
C4 | theſe 


(29 ). 


theſe two. baffled Addons : one is 


received with Pity, the other with In- 


famy; neglected by his Friends, inſulted 


by his Enemies, deſpiſed by all.— This 


is the Reward of diſtreſſed Merit in 
this Northern Climate! Theſe are the 
Fruits a Gentleman is to expect after hav- 
ing facrificed his Time, Health, and Quiet, 
in the Proſecution of a noble Scheme, J 
merely becauſe he has happend in the 
Experiment to beggar himſelf . his 


** 


But 1 bope ts Gentlemen when 
they are brought to a Situation where- 
n they ſhall no longer chuſe to be popular 


I truſt, they will apppeal from the 
Clamours of the Multitude, to the ſtill 
Voice of their own Conſcience—And when 
they ſhall hear themſelves traduced as 


Poiſoners of Morals and Corrupters of 
Youth, they will lay their Hands upon 


their Breaſts ( where they wilt be ſure 


to 


1 21) 
to find all quiet ) and reflect chat all this 
3 to en long ago. 


I now come to thoſe Objections 
wherein the Gameſter is taxed as an 
Enemy to the general Good of the Com- 
munity. And firſt, thoſe old-faſhioned 
Politicians ( there are not many of them 
left) who think Righteouſneſs exalteth 
a2 Nation, are in Pain for the general De- 
fection to Vice which Gaming occaſions 3 
and they are grievouſly afraid that the 
\ horrid Oaths and Blaſphemies which 
are daily vented, and numberleſs -Frauds 
which are inceſſantly practiſed, will ſoon 
compleat the Meaſure of our Iniquities, 
and bring on the third Earthquake very 
ſhortly... 


As to Oaths, the Objection I muſt 
needs ſay is frivolous enough; for as all 
Perſons are agreed, Gentlemen muſt ſwear 
ſomewhere, wnat is the matter whether 

it 


T 22) 
it be done in the Progreſs of a Rubber, 
or an Intrigue, | in W—te's Chocolate- 


houſe, or a Lady's Bed-Chamber ? But 


for my own part, ſince Perjuries have 
been ſo freely tolerated of late, I thought 
(and if Jam wrong I beg Pardon for 
a very innocent Miſtake) I took it for 


granted that Oaths had been allowed, 


as tending to enliven Converſation, and 
to revive Eloquence. 


The Suppofition of Blaſphemy muſt 


proceed from a want of Candour, which 


I hope few will imitate. Such Words 
ſhould not be raſhly applied to large 
Aſſemblies, where it is odds but far 
the greater Part are entirely innocent : 
for how can Men Glaſpheme a Power 
which they do not acknowledge to 
exiſt? | 


As to Frauds, they could never be ſuſpect- 


ed, if the Principles on which Gentlemen 
regulate 


re 


L 
di 


regulate their Conduct were once known, 
which I ſhall therefore take leave to 
diſcloſe as _— as * 


It is . by Philoſophers, there is 
a ſtrict Analogy between the Natural and 
Moral Syſtems. Now as the Maſs of 


Nature, according to Ariſtotle, is com- 
pounded out of four principal Ingredi- 


ents, to which he afterwards added a 
Quinta Eſſentia, of more refined Nature 
and occult Qualities ; fo Morality is form- 
ed in like manner out of four Ele- 
ments, which are vulgarly ſtyled the 
Cardinal Virtues, beſides which there 
is a Quinteſſence called Honour, for 


the uſe of the Nobility, Gentry,— but 


No Others ; for thus the matter is or- 


dered; the Mob content themſelves with 
the Elements, ſeaving to the Quality 
the ſole Poſſeſſion of the Quinteſſence. 


As to defining it, I ſhall not ſet a- 
A ; bout 


- a 
bout it "or the preſent, nor in all Like- 
lihood for the time to come, it being 
a thing much eaſier to be felt than 
underſtaod. —And here without the 
leaſt Intention to offend the Clergy (for 
whoſe Function I have a ſincere Re- 
verence ) I muſt have Permiſſion to 
hint one thing. It would be vel 
taken if they would drop this Subject 
entirely in all their Diſcourſes and Writ- 
ings.— There is a ſecret Impediment in 
a Gown and Band, which diſqualifies the 
Owner from ſaying any thing to the 
Purpoſe on this Head; for as a Noble 
Lord well obſerved, Hancur ſhould ne- 
ver be mentioned in the Pulpit, ..nor 
Religion out 'of it. Not that I think. 
Juſtice ſhould altogether be diſcarded ; 
and I am of opinion that Temperance, 
with ſome few Improvements, might 
be made uſeful enough: but Hcnour ! 


By 


4s) 
By Heavens it were an eaſy Leap 
74 0 pluck me Honour from the pale. fac d 


NH Moon; 


Or dive into hi. 1 of the Dan 
And pluck up drowned Honaur by the 
Locks. | | OI 


: 3 — no „ Man alli will fay any thing : 
: agaanit Honour 1 in my Hearing, 


* is Tikewiſe alledged * Conn has 


2 Tendency to deſtroy all Diſtinctions of 

Rank and Quality, for that many Perſons 
of che moſt ſordid and obſcure Families 
are hereby introduced to Familiarities with - 
the Great, by which the Dignity of the 
P- -age is debaſed, 


Wich ſubtmiflion I. am alk a different ; 


: Opinion; I think the Dignity of the 


P--r--ge. is moſt effectually debaſed by 
Pride, and exalted by Condeſcenſion. What 


can be more amiable than to ſee Perſons 
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of the higheſt Rank vying Sith each 
other to careſs an unfortunate Man, that is 
making a deſperate Puſh with *the laft 
Handful of Gnineas he has in the World? 
Propoſing Betts with ſo much Aﬀability; 
taking his Money in ſuch a friendly man- 
ner, and adminiſtring the laft Offices to 
him with ſuch a Fund of Humanity? F 
ſiee no Juſtice in excluding every Stranger 
from an EO Table, that cannot produce 
a Pedigree traced from the Conqueſt - if 
he has the Dreſs, and Purſe of a Gentle- 
man, that is ſufficient ;- as for a full and 
true Account of bit Birth, Parentage, 
and Education, —let that be reſerved for 
another Time and' — | a 


4 


To fay the Truth, theſe „e 
about Family are more for Curioſity 
than Uſe, and do but ſerve to delay 
Buß neſs. For when a Dozen Carrion- 
Birds are met together in a Field, and 
get Scent of a Carcaſe, I never could 
1 „ obſer ve 


( 27. ) 

obſerve them debating whether it were 
an Horſe. or an Aſs they were about 
to devour : all they do is, to vote 
themſelves hungry, and fall on without 
farther . 


Laſtly, u is. 3 the Example 


is pernicious: Vices of Quality natural- 


ly deſcend to a lower Sphere, and in- 
fect thoſe, who can caſily learn the 
Corruptions, without having the Reſources 
of Wealth; from whence Violence and 
Rapine are practiſed, as the only means 
to fred Riot and Extravagance. 


I Tam afraid this Reaſoning will prove 
rather more than it intended; for at 
this rate Gentlemen muſt reſtrain their 
own Pleafures for the ſake of other 
People's Morals. Men of Wit and Spi- 
rit about Town muſt give up Genius, 
Fire, Vivacity, and all the Refinements 


of Life, in order to ſave the Souls of 
D 2 half 


"nt 
[111 


(28) 
balf a Dozen Beggars. A very hope- 
ful Scheme truly ! But I doubt the Game- 


ers will hardly be at leiſure 40 on- 


ſult the Scruples of others, for this ma- 


nifeſt Reaſon; becauſe they have hither- 


to had none of their own: neither 
are their Conſciences of that puling kind, 


that will ſubmit to be fed with this 


Milk for Babes: they have Digeſtion 
for ſtronger Food. 


Having thus far cleared the Gameſter 


from thoſe Imputations, that might affect. 
him in his private and publick Capacity, 


I ſhall now proceed to mention ſome 


Advantages that reſult from this Prac- 
tice, | 


- One great i Adinttag of Gaming is, 


,” 


that it teaches' us to bear up againſt 


the Charms of Wealth, and Terrors of 
Poverty. For my own Part it hath 
ſeriouſly affected. me to reflect, that 


Money, 


. 

Money the grand: Source and End of 
all human Counſels, the C orrupter of 
Patriots, and Divider of Princes, for 
which Beauties languiſh, Heroes fight, 
and Sages write upon Virtue ; ſhould 
come to be utterly difregarded as a 
Thing of no Eſteeni amidft a general 
Diſſolution of Morals, and in the Dregs 
of Time. There have been Philoſophers 
who have deſpiſed Riches, when they 
could not get at them; and ſome, 
who have adviſed the World to deſpiſe 
them, while they have been hoarding 
themſelves. But no Age except the 
preſent 'hath produced Spirits aſpiring 
to this high Perfection; that have 
courted Poverty in the midſt- of Plen- 
ty; renounced Eaſe, when they were 
born to Luxury; and harraſſed their 
Conſtitutions to effect Deſigns, which 
the reſt of Mankind, wholly blinded: 
by Prejudice, are ſure to conſider as in- 
famous and deteſtable. | 


Having 


F 5 
Having 3 Philoſophers, I 
cannot find in my Heart to proceed, 
without conſidering from what Se&t a- 
mong the | Ancients, * the Principles and 
Tenets of our modern Gentlemen ſeem | 

to be derived: and upon mature Re- 
flection I find they are, built upon the 
Ruins of the Cyrenaic, the Founder of 
which was Ariſtippus, the fineſt Gen- 
tleman of his Age; and no doubt a 

Gameſter. And whoever has turned his 
== Thoughts to examine the Conduct and 
10 Opinions of that Philoſopher, as they 
ht are delivered to us by the moſt au- 
thentic Writers, will find the Parallel 
ſtriking enough to juſtify a longer Di- 
greſſion than I at preſent deſign to 


And firſt, Arifippus was celebrated 
for his uncommon Contempt of Money ; 
for being on a Journey, and finding 
his Attendants lag. _— too heavy 

laden 


r — 
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= 


laden with Treaſure, he ordered them 


to leave it in the Deſart, and purſued 
= Way re it. 


"ind By projicere aurum 


1 medid Juſt Lybid. 


| 5 n. Slaves at bis Command 
Scatter'd his Gold on Lybia's barren Sand. 


m Imitation of which Proceeding, his 


Followers among us ſhew the utmoſt 
Forwardneſs to diveſt themſelves of that 
Incumbrance as faſt as poflible, 


n 


Some Perſons have been ſurprized, 


how our modern Gentlemen can ſuſtain 


that Character under the ſtrange Varie - 
ty of Dreſs that Faſhion preſcribes. 


What a different Appearance is made 


by the fame Individual, when you ſee 


him ſauntring in the Mall, and loung- 


ing in the Ry Yet till the 
Gentleman ; 


(32) 


| Gentleman, appears. through: all. All 


| which is directly traced from the Pat- 
tern of Ariſt 'ppus : ſometimes, he made 
a Figure in purple Robes; and oſten, 


as * Diogenes Laertius obſerves, he would 


walk about with a Newmarket Switch 


in his Hand, his Hair in Papers, and 
his Hat in the Ancgſter Cock: 


Quidlibet indutus celeberrima per loca vadet, 


Per ſonamque feret non inconcinnus utrum- 


* „ 3 Hor. 


Hi Dro hot varied fix d the public Eyes . 


And ſhe'd an Elegance that mock'd OW" 
5 e 


eee had a „„ Pinchane | 


toward the Fair Sex: he would ride 


Poſt at any time, rather than balk his 
Aſſignations: and once it is recorded 
he made a _ Voyage, for the Plea- 
ſure 


® In Vie. Ariſtippe. 


— H— 


(33) 


ſure of converſing with the. celebrated 
Lars, the Fnny Merry of her 


Age. But here the Scholars have far 


outſtripped their Maſter, if we except 


the Sailing Expedition, which Fortune 


hath put out of the queſtion, by pro- 


viding them with Miſtreſſes, as well as 


g Surgeons, in every Street, 


It will not appear Airange after what 
was ſaid in the laſt Paragraph, that A. 
riſtippus had ſeveral natural Children: 
but there being no Foundling Hoſpital 


in thoſe Days, he told their Mothers 


in his eaſy Way; Procreation was not 
what he deſired or intended; that for 


his part, he conſidered Children as mere 


bodily Secretions : however, if the 
Pariſh choſe to provide for them, he 
had no Objection. Our Proceeding till 
of late was the exact Counterpart of 


this: now indeed the Caſe is altered, 
and Gentlemen commit Fornication in 


E | - uh 


EM... 
the Spirit of Patriotiſm, in order to 


raiſe 9 for the Herring Harn 


However, there is one ching wth 
it would be unfair in me to ſuppreſs : 
Horace introduces Ariſtippus holding a 
Converſation with Dzogenes the Cynic, 
wherein he ſays of himſelf, what Hi- 
flog hath likewiſe confirmed ; 


Equus ut me fortet, al rex 
fine faci —— 


— I fell ; my Flattery for Gain, 
And 2d fawn for Luxury which Kings maintain. 


The Philoſopher, it PIE: not being 
born to an independent Fortune, conde- 
ſcended to accept certain Gratuities from 
the Princes and Great Men of his 
Time; and, for fear of Hang his Pen- 
ion, was their very obſequious and de- 

| voted 


a, 


„ 

voted humble Servant; which is the 
only material Point, wherein his Cha- 
racter differs from that of our Nobility, 
to whom nothing of this ſort can with 
8 any Colour be objected. 


But to return to my Argument, 
(which I do with the ſame Pleaſure 
that a Gentleman who has cut out, re- 
turns to a Rubber) another Advantage 
of Gaming is, that it clears the Mind 
of many uneaſy Paſſions. Jully has left 
us a Treatiſe againſt Perturbations; but 
in my Opinion Mr. Hoyle has publiſhed 
a much better for Uſe and Practice: 
for whoever has ſtudied the Works of 
this Philoſopher, enjoys a State of moſt 
bleſſed Inſenſibility: he is in per- 
fect Charity with all Mankind, forgiv- 
ing Injuries, and forgetting Benefits ; he 
has a Wife and Children, Relations and 
Friends: but he has neither Fears for 
| 8 22 1 
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(36) 
their Welfare, nor EA for their Di- 
ſtreſs: he bears their Afflictions with 
the moſt Chriſtian Patience, and kiſſes 
the Rod with which Providence hath 
chaſtiſed them: conforming preciſely to 
that Divine and Stoical Precept of E- 
pPictetus, If thy Friend be in Extre- 
* mity, thou mayeſt ſay thou haſt Pity | 
e on him; but be ſure not to feel any, 


© hecauſe that is an Infirmity beneath 
< the Dignity of Man.“ | 


A third 8 reſulting from 
this Practice is, the Influence it hath 
upon the Military Eſtabliſhment, It 
muſt give Pleaſure to every Lover of 
their Country, to obſerve us exactly 
tracing the Plan which Horace pre- 
ſcribes in that ſolemn Ode addreſſed to 
his Friends, for the reſtoring warlike 
Diſcipline among the Roman Youth ; 
ſpeaking of whom he ſays; 


Anguſtam 


3 r Mas a 1 


(9) 
20 Anguſtam, amici, pauperiem pati 
Condiſcut, & Partbos feroces 
Vexet eques metuendus haſtd. 


Let the brave Youths, whoſe Seuls for 
Glory pant, 
Suſtain the manly Diſerpline of Want, 


They: ne'er ſhall Sorin from Death's im- 
pending Blow, 


Nor breathe from Slaughter, till 40 ve 
guell'd the Foe. 


Horace appears to have been very fond 
of this Doctrine; for in another Part 
of his Works he tells a Story of a 
Soldier in Lucullus's Army, who had 
been robbed of all his Money by Thieves. 
The Fellow was in a violent Rage, 
ſwore hike a Trooper, and fully deter- 
mined neither to give or take Quarter, 
runs to the Head of the Forlorn-hope, 


ſtorms 


( 38 ) 
ſtorms a Caſtle, and ſhielded by his 
Deſpair, came off without Loſs of 
Life or Limb: but when he had re- 
imburſed himſelf by Plunder, his Cou- 
rage by no means ſeconded the Motion 
his General made to him ſoon after, 


to go upon ſuch another Expedition; 
for he ey _— aſked him, 
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D'ye think me, Nl General, ; * 4 | 
Sot? | 
Let bim take Caſtle who bas neer 4 


Groat. * Pope. 


From whence we may collect, . Men 
in eaſy Circumſtances are not the fitteſt 
to go upon deſperate Adventures: and 
that thoſe who have charged through 
a Troop of Creditors, are moſt likely 
to have the ' fame Succeſs ww they 
face an Enemy. | 


What 


NCTE Pm 


(39 ) 


What then ſhall we fay to a Britiſh 
Army, in which there are perhaps. 


Half a Dozen Officers, all Gaming-prodf, 
with empty Purſes, and ſtarved Hopes, 
| who fear neither God nor Devil, have 


felt the worſt that Man can do, and 
have laid in a Fund of Deſperation ſuf- 


ficient to anſwer the Exigencies of an 


whole Campaign though it were com- 
manded by Hannibal himſelf ? And ſhall 


we renounce ſuch Advantages as theſe, 


in which the Intereſts of Europe are 
concerned, to gratify popular Prejudice 
and Clamour ? I take Gaming, conſidered 
in this Light, to be the beſt Inſtrument 
for enabling us to fulfill our Treaties on 


the Continent. 


Another great Advantage of Gaming 


is, that like Charity, it is the conſtant 


Reconciler of Differences, and the chief 


Uniter of Mankind: here Company 


meet 


(49) 

meet without the leaſt Regard to Age, 
| Condition, or Party : Fortune's Veterans 
mix with young Adventurers, and teach 
them the Path to Honour : The Cour- 
tier and the Patriot cut in together, 
egually complain of Grievances, and 
want Supplies : no Man's Principles 
are queſtioned, if his Credit be un- 
conteſted ; for Money 1s indifferent to 
Parties, and freely liſts itſelf on either 
fide. 


To conclude, let me offer one Argu- 
ment, which perhaps will weigh more 
with our Opponents than either Reaſon or 
Juſtice ; and that. is, the Impoſlibiliry of 
ſucceeding in their Attempt. This is no 
Time to expect Succeſs in Projects that 
have been ſo oſten baffled. What hath 
the Wiſdom of the Nation effected 
by its Laws, or the Fury of the 
Rabble by its Clamours? The Rulers 
have conſpired to gether, and the People 


imagine 


FFT 
imagine a vain thing. Vain indeed! 
They had better therefore renounce their 
Oppoſition while they can do it with 
a good Grace, and ſay at once with 
the Great Durandarte 

* Pati ence ! and ſhuffle the Card. 


* Vid. Don Quixote, 
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